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The German Yearbook of International Law, founded as the ›Jahrbuch für Internationales Recht‹,  
provides an annual report on new developments in international law and is edited by the Walther  
Schücking Institute for International Law at the Kiel University. Since its inception in 1948, the 
Yearbook has endeavored to make a significant academic contribution to the ongoing development 
of international law. Over many decades the Yearbook has moved beyond its origins as a forum for 
German scholars to publish their research and has become a highly-regarded international forum 
for innovative scholarship in international law. 
Vol. 66 (2023) of the German Yearbook of International Law publishes the proceedings of the 
Walther Schücking Institute of International Law’s 2023 symposium on Russian Imperialisn and 
international law, exploring the diverse ways in which the Russian Federation has sought to exert 
its authority over its near-abroad, exploring friction and conflict in spaces as diverse as its histori-
cal influence over foreign banking practices in the Middle East to its many strategic efforts to in-
fluence its current and ongoing armed conflict in Ukraine through inter alia forcible transfer and 
deportation, passportisation, and so on. General articles highlight diverse issues such as the role 
of international law in the regulation of solar power and facilitating the right to research. Finally, 
the digest of German practice highlights some compelling milestones in 2023, from the response of 
the German courts to the criminal conduct of Islamic State supporters, to its engagement with the 
International Law Commission, and recent insights into cross-boarder treaties with neighbouring 
States.
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