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The Faculty of Law at The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK LAW) stands among the most dynamic and
accomplished law schools in Asia and beyond. Since
welcoming its inaugural cohort in 2006, CUHK LAW has
earned international recognition for excellence in legal
education and research, while making a lasting
contribution to our local community.

As the Faculty celebrates its 20th anniversary, | warmly
invite you to consider joining the CUHK LAW community as
we embark on a new chapter in our third decade. This
journey will unfold against a backdrop of rapid and
complex change — from the rise of Al to the challenges of
climate change and the evolving demands on legal
institutions. Guided by these shifts, our teaching and
scholarship will continue to respond with rigour,
imagination, and resolve.

In the years ahead, we shall remain deeply committed to
the rule of law and to the University’s enduring motto:
“Through learning and temperance to virtue.” We shall also
continue to cherish the close ties we share with our alumni,
supporters, and partners — as together we shall build on
enduring legal values to meet the challenges of a changing
world.

Our research postgraduate programmes offer a rigorous
and supportive environment for the pursuit of advanced
legal scholarship. Through structured training, close
supervision, and active engagement in Faculty life, the
programmes equip students to make original
contributions to legal knowledge and to pursue careers in
academia, policy, and beyond.

We would be delighted to welcome you into our
community of thinkers, learners, and future leaders in law.

Professor Chao Xi
Dean of CUHK LAW



Our PhD and MPhil in Laws Programmes are designed for students who
wish to conduct original research in law. We seek talented candidates
who aspire to pursue a career in legal academia. If admitted, you will

spend two to four years developing expertise in your chosen legal field.

As a research student, you will become part of a vibrant and
intellectually stimulating academic community. You will be supervised
by professors with strong research backgrounds and expertise in your
area of law. Our comprehensive support framework includes regular
meetings with your supervisors, seminars and courses on research
methods and thesis writing, as well as opportunities to present and
discuss your work. Our programmes feature a clear structure and
defined milestones to guide your progress.

Our funding schemes enable research students to focus on their studies.
Students have opportunities to participate in academic activities
outside Hong Kong, including conferences and exchange programmes.
They also have access to extensive library resources.

At CUHK LAW, we are dedicated to training the next generation of legal
academics in a research-oriented and supportive environment. We
encourage motivated candidates to apply. Thank you for considering
CUHK LAW for your advanced legal research degree.

Professor Noam Noked
Associate Professor
Director, Research Postgraduate Programmes

Why Eam

a Law

PhD or MPhil
Degree?

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Laws is the most
advanced research degree in law. The PhD is a research
degree that can prepare a student for a career in fields as
varied as teaching, research, consulting and law practice.
Students are required to conduct thorough research on a
novel topic and write a thesis of publishable quality that
makes an original contribution to legal scholarship.

The Master of Philosophy (MPhil) in Laws is a degree for
students who want to pursue advanced research, so as to
become expert in an area of law or on a complex topic
that can help open doors to similar career opportunities.
Study in the MPhil Programme can also lead to admission
to the PhD Programme, subject to the Faculty’s evaluation
of the student’s academic performance during his or her
MPhil study period.

Dissertations for both PhD and MPhil in Laws are written
under the guidance of a member of the Faculty as
supervisor, and in most cases another faculty member as
co-supervisor, and assessed by an independent
examination committee.

CUHK LAW has a limited number of places available for
each of these Programmes each year. Placement is very
competitive.



Why Hong Kong and

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
are Your Choice

Hong Kong is not only a leading international financial and trade centre, but also hosts some of
Asia’s leading universities, including CUHK. Beyond Asia, international university ranking exercises
have appraised universities in Hong Kong as among the best in the world. Hong Kong stands as a
gateway between the best traditions of Western learning and a region which presents many of the
most interesting and exciting objects of contemporary legal, economic, and cultural research.

You can write your PhD or MPhil in Laws with CUHK LAW in English, while enjoying unparalleled
access to resources in Chinese and about Asia. You will receive one-on-one guidance from the
Faculty, whose members represent all of the world’s major jurisdictions and are actively engaged
in a broad array of research. Your own research will be financed either by the University in the form
of a studentship or by the Hong Kong Government in the form of a fellowship.

Financial Support

Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme (HKPFS)

The HKPFS was created by Hong Kong Research Grants Council in 2009 to give Hong
Kong universities world class financing for our most promising full-time PhD students. It
awards a monthly stipend of HK$28,700 and an annual conference and research-related
travel allowance of HK$14,400 for up to three years. If a Fellowship winner has a normative
study period of four years, CUHK will provide financing at the same level during the fourth
year. If you would like to know more about the HKPFS, please visit the following webpage
for further details: https://cerg1.ugc.edu.hk/hkpfs.

CUHK Vice-Chancellor HKPFS Scholarship

Fellowship winners are offered a tuition fee waiver for their whole normative study
period and an award of HK$40,000 for lodging in the first year of study and HK$20,000 in
the subsequent years within the normative study period. CUHK guarantees on-campus
accommodation during the normative study period to Fellowship winners who submit
timely applications. The on-campus hostel fee will be waived in the first year of study.

CUHK Postgraduate Studentship

Even if not awarded a Hong Kong PhD Fellowship, all candidates admitted to the CUHK
LAW's full-time PhD or MPhil Programme still receive a generous stipend during the
normative research and writing period that, for the current academic year, amounts to
HK$19,100 monthly. Funding for conferences and research-related travel is also available.

CUHK Vice-Chancellor PhD Scholarship

Besides CUHK Postgraduate Studentship, PhD candidates who are nominated to the
HKPFS by CUHK but not being selected for HKPFS will be offered an award of HK$80,000
in three instalments (i.e., HK$40,000 in the first year and HK$20,000 in each of the second
and third year of study, subject to satisfactory study progress).

Tuition Waiver Scheme for Local Research Postgraduate Students

The Hong Kong Government grants a tuition waiver to all eligible local full-time PhD and
MPhil students enrolled in UGC-funded research postgraduate programmes for their
entire normative period of study.
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Support Framework s oy e

for Research Postgraduate Students

Supervision VPR )

Each student is supervised by a supervisor and a co-supervisor, who are typically law professors with i
relevant expertise. The supervisors and the student communicate regularly to provide guidance and AR AL Nedundedees
feedback on the student's research. The supervisors review and comment on the student's draft
dissertation and approve it for submission once it meets the required academic standards.

Courses Required
In the first part of their studies, students take a four-course sequence to help them with orienting to

research postgraduate studies, conducting research, obtaining law teaching skills, and drafting a CUHK LAW, consisting of over 50 academic staff members, actively
thesis. pursues research on a broad range of topics. Our faculty members have

studied in leading universities around the world, including in the UK,
Orientation to Research Postgraduate Studies in the first term provides an overview of salient issues China, the US, Australia and Continental Europe. They bring their global
students will deal with during the period of their research, such as topic refinement, the visions to focus on legal problems affecting Hong Kong, Chinese
student-supervisor relationship, and time management. Mainland, various jurisdictions, and the international community. You

can learn more about the interests and activities of individual faculty
members from the faculty website. Below we list the main areas in which

Research Methodologies in the second term introduces students to different modes of conducting > ] )
our Faculty can offer you experienced guidance in your research:

and organising research and understanding research methodologies.

Legal Education Practicum equips research postgraduate students with the skills and the necessary

confidence to engage in law school classroom teaching as well as to reflect critically and Corporate & Commercial Law Intellectual Property & Technology Law  Private Law

constructively upon that teaching. The course consists of a seminar in the first term. In the second + Capital Markets & Securities + Information & Privacy Law + Contract Law
term students shadow a course teacher Regulation + Intellectual Property Law + Equity & Trusts
« Commercial Law + Law & Technology + Property, Land &
. iti Conveyancing Law
Legal Academic Composition for Research Postgraduate Students in the third term helps students Competition Law . .
. . . . . . . . Corporate Law Legal Education + Remedies Law
prepare to write their thesis, including drafting an effective abstract, mastering paragraph structure . Tort Law
and adopting the academic writing style. Chinese Law Legal Theory
« Jurisprudence Public Law
Each course provides students with feedback, via classroom exercises, external class assignments International & Comparative Law - Legal Ethics + Administrative Law
and an end-of-semester evaluation regarding the course materials. - Private International Law -+ Gender & the Law - Constitutional Law
+ Public International Law + Law & Economics « Criminal Law
« Comparative Law + Law & Society « Aviation Law
Review Panels . European Law . Legal HiStOl’y « Tax Law

- Human Rights & Humanitarian Law ~ + Legal Studies & Methodology
« International Commercial & Trade
Law
« International Criminal Law
« International Environmental Law
+ International Investment & Trade Law
« Law & Development

Each year students meet with a review panel and their supervisors to assess their progress in the
research and thesis writing processes.
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Professor Anatole Boute

Professor Boute specialises in energy, environment and investment law, with a focus on the legal aspects governing
the clean energy transition. He is the author of “Energy Dependence and Supply Security” (Oxford University Press,
2023)", “Energy Security along the New Silk Road" (Cambridge University Press, 2019) and “Russian Electricity and
Energy Investment Law” (Brill Nijhoff, 2015). Based on his research, he advised the major multilateral development
banks on renewable energy and energy market reform.

Education & Qualifications

+ PhD, University of Groningen

« LLM, University of Leuven

+ M. Pol. Sc., University of Leuven

- LLB, University of Saint Louis (Brussels)

« B.Pol. Sc,, University of Saint Louis (Brussels)
« Admitted to Practice in Brussels

Professor Kevin Cheng

Professor Cheng’s research encompasses criminal justice, criminology, and empirical legal studies. He
authored “The Timing of Guilty Pleas: Lessons from Common Law Jurisdictions” (Cambridge University Press,
2023) and publishes in law and criminology journals. Additionally, he serves as Executive Director of the
Centre for Comparative and Transnational Law (CCTL).

Education & Qualifications

» PhD, The University of Hong Kong
« JD, CUHK LAW

« BA (Hons), University of Toronto

Infernational Faculty

Professor Jennifer Hendry

Professor Hendry's research expertise lies in socio-legal studies, social and legal theory, and comparative law. Her
monographs include “Civil Recovery of Criminal Property” (Oxford University Press, 2023) and “Legal Pluralism”
(Routledge Glasshouse, 2024), and her research has twice been funded by the UK Arts & Humanities Research

Council (AHRC). Prior to joining CUHK LAW, she was Chair in Law & Social Justice at the University of Leeds.

Education & Qualifications

- PhD, European University Institute
+ MRes, European University Institute
+ LLM, University of Edinburgh

+ LLB (Hons), University of Glasgow

Professor Jyh-An Lee

Professor Lee’s scholarship focuses on intellectual property, digital technology, and Al law. He received the
Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship Award from Hong Kong’s Research Grants Council in
2025. His work has been cited by the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, the UK High Court of Justice, the
US Copyright Office, the US Patent and Trademark Office, the US International Trade Commission, the U.S.-China
Economic and Security Review Commission, and the WTO dispute-settlement panel.

Education & Qualifications

« JSD, Stanford University

« LLM, Harvard University

» LLB & MBA, National Taiwan University

Professor Siyi Lin

Professor Lin's research focuses on unjust enrichment, trusts, contract law and comparative law. Her scholarly
contributions include the monograph "The Law of Unjust Enrichment in China: Necessary or Not?" (Springer
International Publishing, 2022) and articles in international law journals. Before joining CUHK LAW, she
worked as a corporate lawyer at King & Wood Mallesons and Fangda Partners.

Education & Qualifications

« PhD, CUHK LAW

« LLM, CUHK LAW

« LLB, China University of Political Science and Law

Professor Michelle Miao

Professor Miao has previously held research positions as an NYU Global Fellow, Oxford Howard League Fellow,
British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow, NUS ASLI Scholar, Harvard Yenching Scholar, and, most recently, CASBS
Fellow at Stanford. Her research expertise spans criminal justice, socio legal studies, comparative law, and the
intersection of Artificial Intelligence and law. She is a recipient of the American Society of Comparative Law’s Hessel
Yntema Prize for the most outstanding scholarship by a scholar under 40 years of age.

Education & Qualifications

« DPhil, Oxford University

« LLM, New York University

« LLM, Renmin University of China

Professor Samuli Seppédnen
Professor Seppanen's research focuses on legal and political thought in China and developmental aspects of

international law. His publications include “Ideological Conflict and the Rule of Law in Contemporary China:
Useful Paradoxes” (Cambridge University Press, 2016) and articles in international law journals.

Education & Qualifications

+ SJD, Harvard University

« LLM, Harvard University (degree waived for SJID degree)
+ LLM, University of Helsinki

Professor Jingyi Wang

Professor Wang specialises in tax law and policy. Her recent research examines tax reform in China,
international taxation, crypto-asset taxation and regulation, and carbon pricing. Her work has appeared in
journals including the British Tax Review, Florida Tax Review, Journal of International Economic Law, and
Journal of Corporate Law Studies.

Education & Qualifications

« PhD, King's College London

« LLM, King’s College London

« LLB, East China University of Political Science and Law

Professor Yueming Yan

Professor Yan's research interests include international economic law, public international law, dispute
resolution, sustainable development, and Chinese arbitration law. She has published in leading journals,
including the Journal of International Economic Law, Michigan Journal of International Law, University of
Pennsylvania Journal of International Law, Journal of International Dispute Settlement, and ICSID Review.

Education & Qualifications

+ PhD, McGill University

« LLM, Xiamen University

+ LLB, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

Professor Hao Zhang

Professor Zhang specialises in Chinese and comparative energy and climate law. He obtained his PhD
from Melbourne Law School, the University of Melbourne and held a Visiting Fellowship at Clare Hall,
University of Cambridge (2025-26). His scholarly contributions include the monograph “In Pursuit of
Carbon Neutrality: Energy Law and Regulation in China” (Cambridge University Press, 2023), along with
numerous articles published in energy and environmental law journals.

Education & Qualifications

+ PhD, The University of Melbourne
+ LLM, Beijing Forestry University

+ LLB, Beijing Forestry University
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Conduct Your Research
‘ with Our
Great Resources

\\
The University and CUHK LAW provide plenty of scholarshlp and exchange

opportunitiesfor students admitted to the PhD and MPhil Programmes. Here are some
examples from previousyears for reference:

+ CUHKResearch Postgraduate Student Grants for Overseas Academic Activities

+ Ernst/Mach Grant for PAD Students and Post-Docs

+ PhD International Mobility for Partnerships and Collaborations Award

In addition, the Lee Quo Wei Law Library supports the Faculty’s objective to remain a
prominent centre for legal scholarship and training in the 21st century. Its collection of
electronic resources, which can be accessed remotely, is particularly strong. A collection
of over 125,000 volumes of books, bound periodicals and other materials on law and
law-related subjects, 107 leading databases, a constantly expanding number of
electronically available texts, monographs and reference works, as well as over 6,700
e-journal titles, accompanied of course by the interdisciplinary collections housed in
the rest of the CUHK libraries. The Faculty’s Mediation Institute Collection, established in
2009, is now housed within the Law Library. In addition, a separate Legal Resources
Centre houses a dedicated collection of the Faculty’s staff publications, providing
convenient access to the scholarly output of faculty members.

Careers Support for Students

Our RPg students are part of a dynamic and internationally recognised research community.
Graduates of the programme pursue a wide range of career pathways, including academic
positions at leading universities, research institutes, government, international organisations,
and professional services firms.

Through our research training and close supervision by internationally renowned scholars, RPg
students develop advanced analytical, critical thinking, and research skills that are highly
valued across academia, public service, and industry in Hong Kong and internationally.

Professional Development and Career Support

We are committed to supporting RPg students in their academic and professional
development throughout their studies. Students are encouraged to participate in conferences,
seminars, workshops, and research collaborations that enhance their academic profile and
expand their professional networks.

CUHK LAW Careers Hub

CUHK LAW Careers Hub serves as a central platform connecting students, faculty members,
alumni, and employers.

For RPg students, the platform provides information on research opportunities and selected
opportunities in government, international organisations, and the private sector. Students also
receive support in developing professional skills, presentation techniques, and career
planning.

Through its strong international research network and commitment to academic excellence,
we provide RPg students with the intellectual foundation, professional connections, and
research expertise needed to become future leaders in legal scholarship, policy development,
and global legal practice.



PhD thesis on the legal implications for the moderation of internet content

My doctoral research examines how online platforms govern speech, and how the US, EU,
and China approach content moderation so differently, and what happens when those
regimes collide on a single global platform. CUHK LAW has offered an open and collegial
environment in which to pursue this work. The Faculty’s generous support, including the
HKSAR Reaching Out Award and the University’s overseas academic activities grant, made
possible visiting fellowships at New York University’s Information Law Institute and George
Washington University Law School. What | value most, though, are the people. My fellow
doctoral candidates have been a source of steady intellectual companionship and
solidarity, and the Faculty is also genuinely supportive: whatever you are working on,
there is always someone willing to sit down, read your draft, and talk it through.

PhD thesis on the outlook for technology transfer in the pharmaceutical industry

Motivated by a desire to bridge public service, international law, and academic
scholarship, I joined CUHK LAW's PhD Programme after spending more than a decade as a / (4 V,
legal adviser to the Indonesian government and as a diplomat. My doctoral research, 11

International Economic Laws for Technology Transfer in the Pharmaceutical Industry,
examines how international economic law, intellectual property, and public health
governance shape access to health technologies. CUHK LAW has provided an exceptional
environment to develop this research through rigorous supervision, interdisciplinary / Rono|d
engagement, and strong support for independent scholarship. During my doctoral ﬁ Tundong
journey, | published in leading journals, including the Journal of International Economic :

Law, and contributed to policy debates on vaccine equity, pandemic preparedness, and
technology transfer. My PhD research now informs my work as a Policy Research Fellow at
the United Nations University — Global Health. | am grateful to CUHK LAW for giving me
the intellectual space, mentorship, and institutional support to transform my research into
a career pathway committed to legal innovation, accountability, and the public interest.

A NGy

PhD thesis on the impact of the common heritage of mankind principle on investment
projects in deep seabed mining

My research at CUHK LAW examines the impact of the common heritage of mankind principle
on investment in deep seabed mining projects, an area that sits at the intersection of the law
of the sea and international investment law. Through my doctoral studies, | have had the
opportunity to engage with contemporary legal and policy debates concerning the
governance of areas beyond national jurisdiction and the sustainable use of ocean resources.

. One of the most valuable opportunities during my PhD has been the ability to complement
TOJ ra my academic research with practical experience. During my studies, | undertook internships at
the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs and at the International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea, where | gained first-hand insight into the operation of international legal institutions. |
have also had the opportunity to present my research at international conferences and
workshops, engaging with scholars and practitioners working on contemporary issues in
ocean governance. Living and studying in Hong Kong has likewise broadened my perspective
on international law. As an international city that brings together people, ideas, and
professional communities from around the world, Hong Kong provides a stimulating
environment for examining global legal challenges and their practical implications.

WHAI
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next chapter of my academic life.

PhD thesis on harmonising patent law and policy under the AfCFTA framework

CUHK LAW offers a world-class infrastructure, a serene campus, and access to
outstanding experts across various research areas. As a proud graduate of CUHK LAW, |
can attest to the incredible rewards of my research journey here. The Faculty of Law is
diverse, resourceful, and remarkably supportive. | completed my doctoral thesis under
the guidance of highly accomplished experts in international trade law and intellectual
property. Their mentorship was pivotal in enhancing my research skills and scientific
writing. In addition to rigorous academic training, CUHK LAW provides postgraduate
students with unique opportunities for research visits and networking with global
experts. | had the privilege of spending six months as a visiting research fellow at the
prestigious Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition in Germany. This
experience was only made possible because of CUHK LAW'’s stellar reputation for
research excellence and its dedicated faculty. Moreover, CUHK LAW supports its
postgraduate students in participating in exchange programmes and conferences
worldwide. With generous funding for research initiatives and conferences, CUHK LAW
empowers its students to share their work globally, build a robust professional network
and enhance their career development.

PhD thesis on related party transactions and corporate governance in China

As | submit the final version of my doctoral thesis and prepare to bid farewell to my
student years, | look back on my journey at CUHK LAW with heartfelt gratitude. Since
joining the PhD Programme after my LLM studies, | have found here not only rigorous
academic training, but also a scholarly home defined by generosity, care, and
unwavering support. | am especially grateful for the guidance of Professor Chao Xiand
Professor Dicky Tsang, whose mentorship has shaped the intellectual depth, analytical
clarity, and independence of my research. The Faculty has also encouraged me to cross
disciplinary boundaries. With its support, | undertook methodological training in
Sociology and Statistics, which has enriched my legal scholarship with empirical
perspectives. Beyond research training, CUHK LAW has opened windows onto the
wider academic world through seminars, workshops, Vvisiting lectures, and
opportunities to take part in academic job talks for Faculty recruitment, including the
chance to ask questions and join the discussion. These experiences offered invaluable
insight into how scholars present their work, engage with questions, and navigate the
academic job market. They have helped me feel more confident and prepared for the

Say
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PhD/MPhil Programme Study Mode and Period

PhD Programme

Normative Study Period

N —
With Research Master’s Degree | Without Research Master’s Degree

Full-time 48 months 84 months

Part-time 48 months 64 months 96 months

MPhil Programme

Normative Study Period Maximum Study Period
Fllime 4 years

Part-time

How to Apply

Admission Requirements
All applicants must fulfill the CUHK General Admissions Requirements and English Language
Proficiency Requirements. Details can be found at https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk.

In addition, MPhil applicants must possess:

(@) a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) degree with first class honours or upper second class honours
awarded by a recognised university; or

(b) aJuris Doctor (JD) degree or a Master of Laws (LLM) degree awarded by a recognised university
with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above; or

(c) an equivalent degree (including non-law related) awarded by a recognised tertiary
educational institution.

PhD applicants must possess either (b) or (c) as mentioned above. Of course, these are only
minimum requirements, and actual admission on a competitive basis could demand much more.

Applicants must satisfy the English Language Proficiency Requirements by:

(a) possessing a degree awarded by a recognised university in Hong Kong or an English-speaking
country, or taught primarily in the English Language; or

(b) achieving a result of Band 7.5 or better in the International English Language Testing System
(IELTS). IELTS test results must be obtained not more than two years prior to the date of
applying for admission to the PhD/MPhil Programme; or

(c) achieving at least a score of 100 of 120 or 5 of 6 (Internet-based/Home Edition) in the Test of
English as Foreign Language (TOEFL). TOEFL test results must be obtained not more than two
years prior to the date of applying for admission to the PhD/MPhil Programme; or

(d) providing alternative evidence of English Proficiency equivalent to one of the preceding
measures.

Applicants for the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme, please visit the website of the Scheme for
additional admission requirements.
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Tuition Fee (subject to annual review)

HK$49,500 per year for 2027-28, applicable to both full-time and part-time
PhD and MPhil students.

Application Period and Procedures

(a) For applicants to the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme
Application deadline

-1 December 2026 at 12 noon (HKT)

Submit an initial application to Research Grants Council at
https://cerg1.ugc.edu.hk/hkpfs

-1 December 2026 at 11:59 pm (HKT)
Submit full application to CUHK at
https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/admissions

(b) For non-Fellowship applicants
Application deadline

-Main round: 1 December 2026
- Clearing round: 31 March 2027*

Submit an application to CUHK at
https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/admissions

#Applications in clearing round will only be considered subject to
availability of places.

You are strongly advised to apply by 1 December 2026. Most (if
not all) research students are selected from the main round. A
decision on your application will be made by the Faculty. If
admitted, appropriate supervisors will be assigned.
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Contact Us

Telephone: (852) 3943 1681 N

E-mail: rpg.law@link.cuhk.edu.hk

Address:  Faculty of Law
6/F, Lee Shau Kee Building
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Shatin, New Territories
Hong Kong, China

Website:  http://www.law.cuhk.edu.hk

This Bf@chure contains information as at August 2026.
The versity has the right at any time and from time to time to make changes in its rules, regulations and procedures.
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